Immune complexes in Sjögren's syndrome.
Sera from 48 patients with Sjögren's syndrome were examined for immune complexes by the Raji cell assay. There was no correlation between levels of immune complexes and the degree of lymphocytic infiltration of the labial salivary glands. Serum complement levels were normal. Five patients were serially followed during the development of pseudolymphoma or malignant lymphoma. Immune complex levels in 4 of the 5 patients were generally unchanged throughout the illness and did not parallel disease activity, rheumatoid factor, or SS-A and SS-B concentrations. Possible roles for immune complexes in Sjögren's syndrome are discussed.